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Amendments to the Claims; 

T in Hun nf^flmmfi^ , A ^ 

a cutting chamber defined by a top wall, a front wall and plurality of side walls 
including a first side wall defining a side discharge opening; 

a plurality of cutting blades positioned within the cutting chamber; and 
a plurality of flow control baffles positioned within the cutting chamber including 
a first flow control baffle being movably connected to the mower deck, said first flow 
control baffle being selectively movable between a pair of orientations within the cutting 
chambe r, and said first flow control baffle defining a movable wall having a first end 
proximate to the side discharge o pening an d a second end further within the cutting 
chamber toward a center of the mower deck. 

2. (original) The mower deck of claim 1 , wherein the plurality of flow control 
baffles further includes a stationary baffle having a semicircular portion. 

3. (original) The mower deck of claim 1 , wherein the first flow control baffle is 
attached to the mower deck by at least one threaded fastener. 

4. (original) The mower deck of claim 1, wherein the first flow control baffle is 
attached to the mower deck by at least one fastener having a portion thereof which is 
accessible at an upper surface of the top wall of the mower deck. 

5. (original) The mower deck of claim 4 wherein the at least one fastener is 
received within a slot in the top wall of the mower deck. 

6. (original) The mower deck of claim 5 wherein the slot defines a range of 
motion of the first flow control baffle and restricts the first flow control baffle from 
contact with one or more of the plurality of cutting blades. 
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7. (original) The mower deck of claim 5 wherein the first flow control baffle 
includes an ear element which minimizes a flow of grass clippings through the slot. 

8. (original) The mower deck of claim 4, wherein the at least one fastener 
includes a cam lock, 

9. (original) The mower deck of claim 8, wherein the first flow control baffle is 
selectively secured to the mower by a pair of cam locking threaded fasteners. 

10. (original) The mower deck of claim 1 wherein the first flow control baffle 
pivots between the pair of orientations within the cutting chamber. 

1 1. (original) The mower deck of claim 1 wherein the first flow control baffle 
includes a first end located proximate to a centerline of the mower deck and a second end 
located proximate to the side discharge chute. 

12. (original) The mower deck of claim 1 wherein the first flow control baffle is 
generally linear in form. 

13. (original) The mower deck of claim 12 wherein the first flow control baffle 
includes an elongated box-shaped reinforcement structure. 

14. (original) The mower deck of claim 1 further comprising: 

indicia providing information related to at least the pair of orientations of the first 
flow control baffle within the cutting chamber. 

15. (original) The mower deck of claim 1 wherein the first flow control baffle is 
attached to the mower deck by at least one fastener having portion thereof which is 
accessible at an upper surface of the top wall of the mower deck, and wherein an indicia 
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16. (cuirently amended) A method comprising the steps of: 

providing a mower deck having a top wall and a plurality of other walls together 
defining a cutting chamber having a side discharge opening, said mower deck having a 
plurality of cutting blades within the cutting chamber; 

securing a flow control baffle within the cutting chamber at a first position with 
fasteners accessible at the top wal l, said first control baffle extending into the cutting 
chamber toward a center of the mower deck and ending proximate to the side discharge 
opening; 

loosening the fasteners securing the flow control baffle; 

moving the flow control baffle to a second position within the cutting chamber; 

and 

securing the flow control baffle at the second position by tightening the fasteners. 

17. (original) The method of claim 16 further comprising: 

determining a turf condition and then moving the flow control baffle to the second 
position based on the turf condition. 

18. (original) The method of claim 16 further comprising: 

referring to an indicia on the mower deck including information related to the first 
and second positions of the flow control baffle within the cutting deck. 

19. (original) The method of claim 16 wherein the fasteners include threaded 
portions and cam locking portions. 

20. (original) The method of claim 16 wherein the flow control baffle pivots 
within the cutting chamber between the first position and the second position. 

tgro response tefflcdOC 

4. 



PAGE 7/14 • RCVD AT 1 1/212004 7:39:03 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR: USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 * DNIS:87293Q6 * CSID: 6 1 2399 1 836 * DURATION (mm-ss):06-00 



11/02/2004 ■ 19:37 FULBRIGHT & JflWORSKI MPLS * 100008011 000 17038729306» NO. 511 



0008 



21 . (currently amended) A turf cutting deck comprising: 

a top wall, a front wall, a back wall, and at least one side wall, together defining a 
downwardly directed cutting chamber; 

a plurality of cutting blades within the cutting chamber and each having a blade 
tip path; and 

a plurality of flow control baffles contained within the cutting chamber, at least 
one of the plurality of flow control baffles having an arcuate portion which extends 
partially around a blade tip path, and at least one of the flow control baffles being 
selectively movable between a pair of orientations within the cutting chamber and having 
a movable end proximate to a side discharge opening of the cutting chamber and another 
end further within the cutting chamber toward a center of the cutting deck 

22. (original) The turf deck of claim 21 further comprising positioning indicia 
visible to a user from above the cutting deck, said positioning indicia indicating a range 
of positions of the selectively movable flow control baffle within the cutting chamber. 

23. (original) The turf cutting deck of claim 21 , wherein the selectively movable 
flow control baffle is attached to the mower deck by at least one threaded fastener having 
a portion thereof which is accessible from above the cutting deck. 

24. (original) The turf cutting deck of claim 23, wherein the at least one fastener 
includes a cam lock. 

25. (original) The turf cutting deck of claim 21 wherein the selectively movable 
flow control baffle pivots between within the cutting chamber. 

26. (original) The turf cutting deck of claim 21 wherein the selectively movable 
flow control baffle includes a first end located proximate to a centerline of the cutting 
deck and a second end located proximate to a side discharge chute. 
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which is greater than a length of the cutting blades. 

28. (new) The turf deck of claim 21 wherein the at least one of the flow control 
baffles has a length which is greater than a length of the cutting blades 
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